.&- Historic gem sources and trade routes enabled

Shah Jahan and the other Mughal leaders to
amass spectacular mineral resources. Shah Jahan
leveraged these magnificent treasures to build an
architectural wonder and also created some of the
most magnificent gem and jewelry collections ever
accumulated

Gem merchants from around the world, attracted
by this opulence, were driven to acquire what
Indian sources produced as well as what flowed
through India’s trade centers. Indian trade followed
ancient sea and land routes. The routes became
more complex as brave travelers became more
adventurous. Some of the key trade routes are
shown on the global map of gem sources and key
trading centers

Emerald Locamy Emerald is the medium to intense green variety

of beryl, a beryl aluminum silicate (Be,ALSi0,). It is in the
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Spinel Locality: Spinel is a
magnesium aluminum oxide
(MgAL,0,) in the cubic crystal
system. In Mughal times, the
primary source was from
Badakhshan, a region in what

{%ﬁ&gS@}’(‘\‘S;@

is now Afghanistan, Tajikistan,

and China. These remarkable
spinels, sometimes called
balas rubies,” came from
the remote area of the Pamir
Mountains in Tajikistan in a
mining area called Kuh-i-Lal.
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Ruby Locality: The two gem
varieties of the corundum
mineral aluminum silicate
(Al,05) are called ruby when
red, and all other colors

are known as sapphire. The
Mughal's favorite source of
rubies was in the remote area
of Pegu in what is now Mogok
in Myanmar (Burma).
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.. Gem merchants like Jean Baptiste Tavernier came to India in search of the Cont. P y Robr
finest gems to take to their royal leaders in Europe. Tavernier made six
journeys to Turkey, Persia, and the East Indies, traveling over 120,000 miles. He
documented the gems he saw and chronicled his adventures along the way. The
most prized gem was the Golconda diamond. Tavernier traveled to Golconda
and nine other diamond sites in India. At the Kollur mine, he obtained a 115.5 ct
blue rough, which became known as the Tavernier Blue (a Type IIB diamond with
remarkable red phosphorescence.) Five years later, it was cut into the 68 ct French
Blue and later recut into the famous 45.52 ct Hope Diamond, now a prized exhibit at
the Gem Hall of the Smithsonian Institution.

Sapphire Locality: Sapphire is
the gem variety of corundum,
an aluminum silicate (Al,0,),
occurring in all colors except
red. These doubly terminated
crystals in the hexagonal
crystal system are from the
island of Sri Lanka, a key
source for sapphire during
Mughal times. The island,
below the southern tip of India,
was known as Ceylon. It has
been called the “Jewel Box

of the Indian Ocean.” People
have recovered sapphire,
ruby, topaz, beryl, amethyst,
chrysoberyl, peridot, and
garnet from the gem gravels
and colluvium.

Golconda Diamonds: The &
31.06 ct Wittelsbach-Graff
Courtesy of the Smithsanian Institution.

ihat book, published I 1478
map shows Tavernier
Iconda diam

9
ne as well as Jaan Bapiste Tevanlr:Tis colriznd

e
BBl e
ans had as much knowledge of

e strong symbals o the power
milies 2

the e and tmes
T

f India. Photo by

.- The Silk Road remained the most enduring
* network of trade routes for over 1500 years.

A sequence of caravan trails, the Silk Road was
named for the prized Chinese silk along with jade,
tea, spices, gold, and silver that were traded along
its many paths. The Taj Mahal lies on the banks

of the Yamuna River, which aided travel and trade
along the Silk Road into India.

Nephrite Locality: Nephrite is one of two rocks commonly called
jade. It is a calcium magnesium silicate (Ca;(Mg,Fe)sSis0z, (OH),
in the monaclinic crystal system. The Mughals sought nephrite
for decorative items such as bowls, dagger handles. and in

the parchin kari of the Taj Mahal. The sources were Myanmar
(Burma), Tibet, Kashgar, and China. For eight thousand years, the
Chinese have treasured jade. The most valuable is the white or
mutton fat nephrite found near the Hetian (Khotan) Prefecture.
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